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MINUTES OF THE MILLVILLE  

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING  

May 14, 2013 @ 7:00PM 

 

In attendance were Mayor Gerry Hocker, Deputy Mayor Jon Subity, Council Members Robert 

Gordon, Joan Bennett and Harry Kent;  URS representative Kyle Gulbronson, Town Manager 

Debbie Botchie, and Town Clerk Matt Amerling. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

      Mayor Gerry Hocker called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

Mayor Hocker led the pledge of allegiance.  

 

      3. ADOPTION OF TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES AND NOTES 
Deputy Mayor Jon Subity motioned to adopt the Council minutes from March 12, 2013, and the 

Town Workshop Notes from March 26, 2013. Council Member Harry Kent seconded his 

motion. Motion carried 5-0. 

 

4. ACCEPTANCE OF TREASURER’S REPORT 
Council Member Joan Bennett presented the Financial Report for month ending 4/30/13.   

 

April 30, 2013: 

   General Revenue:    $ 29,927. General Expenses:   $ 30,331. 

              Restricted Revenue:    45,149. Restricted Expenses:     9,073. 

 

Deputy Mayor Subity motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report for the month ending April 

30, 2013. Mr. Kent seconded his motion. Motion carried 5-0. 

 

      5.   ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT  
Town Manager Debbie Botchie stated the report does go to the end of April but all of the figures 

are not completely in. Ms. Botchie stated the Town’s expenses were 87.34% of the Town’s 

budget, and the revenue was 313.87% due to a large amount of building permits being issued. 

 

      6.   NEW BUSINESS 

A.   Review and consider for approval, a site plan submitted by Dove Barrington 

Development, LLC; 

 to relocate the proposed Propane Tank Farm on Dove Landing property 

 to approve four (4) temporary propane tanks to be utilized prior to the  

construction of the actual Propane Tank Farm.   

Synopsis:  The Tank Farm was originally located at the entrance off Route 17, as shown on 

Sheets C12.0, C12.4 and C12.5 of the approved Dove Landing Plans. The property owners are 

requesting to relocate the proposed tank farm to near the Dove Landing entrance off Burbage 

RD so the Tank Farm can serve both Dove Landing and Bishop’s Landing.  The matter was 
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reviewed by the Town’s Planning & Zoning (P&Z) Commission on May 13, 2013.     

 

Mr. Steve Marsh, of GMB, stated he is representing Sharp Energy, who will own the propane 

infrastructure, and Beazer Homes. Mr. Marsh stated he, Mr. Brodbeck, Mr. Turner and Mr. 

Patrick met with the P&Z Commission last night, to which the Commission approved Dove 

Barrington’s updated site plan. Mr. Marsh stated Sharp and Beazer are asking for approval of 

the temporary and permanent proposed propane tank sites. Mr. Marsh stated there was a slight 

change to the site plan because of P&Z’s recommendation, which is a turnaround for the 

propane delivery trucks at the temporary propane site. Mr. Marsh stated the original design for 

the access road was to have pavement into the edge of the DelDOT entrance at Dove Landing, 

and the temporary propane facility will go up behind the sales center sometime in the fall of 

2013. Mr. Marsh further stated in the fall, the sales center will come out as the sales functions 

are moved across the road into the Bishops Landing model court. Mr. Marsh stated the 

permanent propane facility will be built with reusing some of the gravel as well as having the 

propane trucks back out onto a road that will be called Barrington Parkway North. Mr. Marsh 

stated the P&Z Commission had the good idea of installing a turnaround so the trucks could pull 

in, deliver the load, back up (in the same designated area), and head out. Mr. Marsh stated this 

was the change suggested and Dove Barrington plans on making that change. Mr. Marsh stated 

there was a site on the approved Dove Landing plans, and that site was about 10,000 square 

feet, but this site with the access road will be about 11,000 square feet. Mr. Marsh stated Dove 

Landing as a residential planned community (RPC) was required to have 20% of open space, 

and it had 34% of open space, not including the 10,000 square feet which would be a propane 

site, but with the additional space needed for the propane site it brings the open space down to 

33.8%, still well above the 20% of the required RPC code. 

 

Deputy Mayor Subity asked if there are any general guidelines with respect to proximity to 

adjacent residential units to a propane tank farm of this size. Mr. Ron Patrick, of Sharp Energy, 

asked if Deputy Mayor Subity meant the setback requirements of 10 feet. Mr. Patrick further 

stated because the permanent system is going to be mounded – mostly buried with a mound of 

dirt over top of the tank – the only requirement from the National Fire Protection Association 

(NFPA) is to have a minimum of a 10-foot setback, but if the tank were above ground, the 

required setback would be 50 feet. Mr. Marsh stated Dove Barrington is showing a 50-foot 

setback from the property line to the edge of the tank, which is five times more than what is 

required by the code. Deputy Mayor Subity asked if propane trucks have to back in when they 

are refilling a tank. Mr. Scott Turner, of Sharp Energy, stated that is not the case because the 

trucks are capable of unloading either on the left or the right side so depending on where the 

driver is going to go, he can back in or pull in. Mr. Turner stated for safety reasons, Sharp 

thought it was a good recommendation by the P&Z Commission if the driver can pull in, unload 

and back up inside the site and then pull out of the site, back on the road. Deputy Mayor Subity 

asked what the main reason was in the decision to relocate the tank site from across Route 17 to 

behind the sales center. Mr. Marsh stated the relocation really has to do with the fact that Dove 

Barrington cannot have a tank site on Bishops Landing – based on the approval received for 

Bishops Landing based on recommendations from Millville’s P&Z Commission and Town 

Council – and the fact that Bishops Landing is being built first and the tank is centrally located, 

so the tank will serve Bishops Landing, Dove Landing and the commercial piece that was 

approved adjacent to Dove Landing right adjacent to Route 17, where the Home Depot was 

supposed to be built. Mr. Marsh stated the great thing about the permanent tank site is Dove 
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Barrington can hide it back in trees whereas on the original site (on Route 17), the tank would 

have been out in the open. Mr. Marsh stated the location and the ability for the tank to service 

all three locations are what helped make the site convenient and the relocation a viable option. 

 

Council Member Harry Kent asked if an 18-wheel truck will be able to back up on the radius of 

the revised site plan. Mr. Marsh stated yes, and Dove Barrington had to widen the road a little 

from 16 feet to 20 feet because the wheel base was not sufficient. Mr. Marsh stated Dove 

Barrington will still probably have to tweak the number because the templates on the “auto-

turn” is generally really conservative, and the drivers are very good drivers compared to what 

the model predicts. Mr. Marsh further stated when the stone is laid out, Dove Barrington may 

have to go back and do touch-ups, but they will fix it. URS representative Kyle Gulbronson 

asked about the size of the delivery trucks. Mr. Turner stated the trucks are 60 feet bumper to 

bumper. Mr. Marsh stated Dove Barrington uses the wheel base (WB) 67 feet. Mr. Kent asked 

how much propane is being moved on the truck. Mr. Patrick stated about 9000 gallons. Mr. Kent 

asked how many deliveries did Dove Barrington and/or Sharp anticipate with this kind of fill. 

Mr. Turner stated during the winter, deliveries will probably be about twice a week. Mr. Kent 

asked about the tank site being close to a residential area, and why Dove Barrington would want 

to move a tank of this magnitude closer to a residential area on a secondary road coming off a 

state highway. Mr. Steve Brodbeck, of Beazer, stated he disagrees. Mr. Brodbeck stated the 

original site was going to be surrounded by commercial businesses and townhouses, but the new 

site will be in the main entrance, a tucked-away, wooded area. Mr. Brodbeck further stated 

Dove Barrington will keep the residential piece away from the site, which is the best site to keep 

the tank site tucked back and is better suited for refilling. Mr. Brodbeck stated this area was 

chosen because it can be across from Bishops Landing, hidden away, and the road curvature 

from DelDOT will allow Dove Barrington to push back the residential piece. Mr. Kent stated, 

regarding the temporary tank facility, there are four 1000 tanks but what are the issues with the 

above-ground installation? Mr. Turner stated the reason Sharp goes to an above-ground 

installation is to control Sharp’s capital and the tank farm is the second largest part as far as an 

investment goes. Mr. Turner further stated Sharp likes to try and control its capital by getting 

between 50 and 100 homes serviced before spending the money on getting a tank farm built. 

Mr. Turner stated Sharp Energy cannot service any more homes more than 100 because the tank 

farm would not support the community development. Mr. Turner stated once Sharp gets to the 

point where they need to install the tank farm, they will, but that’s the reason they are starting 

with the temporary above-ground 4000-gallon tanks. Mr. Kent asked Mr. Brodbeck if the 

number of homes is the case, is the Town looking at a 3-year build? Mr. Brodbeck stated no; 

Dove Barrington has 14 building permits currently pulled for some models and production of 

homes, and will have a minimum total of 21 permits by the end of June 2013. Mr. Brodbeck 

further stated Dove Barrington is looking at an absorption rate of 60 to 80 units for the first 13 

months, so the temporary tank farm would be operational about a year-and-a-half maximum, 

which is not atypical. Mr. Kent asked if four propane tanks would be the maximum above-

ground visible. Mr. Patrick stated the four tanks are all Sharp is allowed to have, because the 

NFPA code states anything greater than 4000-gallon capacity is considered a “vault plant,” 

which does not include this site. Mr. Patrick further stated there are more stringent regulations 

with anything above 4000 gallons, whereas the lower the capacity, the less regulations. Mr. 

Patrick stated the reason for this is Sharp is simply dealing with smaller individual tanks, which 

have its own safety control device. Mr. Patrick stated Sharp would never be more than 4000 

gallons because they would not be permitted to go that high and if they did go beyond the 4000 
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gallons, it would be a “vault plant.” 

 

Mr. Kent asked if the permanent tank would cover the entire site of Dove Landing. Mr. Patrick 

stated yes, it would and Sharp has set-ups with 1200 to 1500 homes. Mr. Kent asked if Dove 

Barrington has talked to the neighbors behind and to the northeast of the site. Mr. Brodbeck 

stated the tank farm sits to the left of the development so Dove Barrington owns everything 

behind that area, and the only neighbors would be the Collins family to the right and Dove 

Barrington has not spoken to them yet. Mr. Kent stated to the northeast there is a small, private 

subdivision and a Ryan Homes development further behind that subdivision. Mr. Brodbeck 

stated he has not spoken to any of those developments. Mr. Kent asked what kind of service 

vehicle will be used for the temporary tank site serviced off the existing sales center. Mr. Patrick 

stated a small, standard 6-wheel delivery truck. Mr. Kent asked if propane gas settles when it 

leaks. Mr. Patrick stated yes, the propane gas is heavier than air. Mr. Kent asked if there is a 

delivery and a problem occurs, what might happen? Mr. Patrick stated the propane industry is so 

heavily regulated with safety devices that when Sharp fills the tanks – of any size – Sharp has 

safeties on their trucks and safeties around the hose on the outlet. Mr. Patrick stated if, for 

example, a hose were to break, and there is an excess flow, the truck driver carries a small key 

fob in his pocket that they can use to disengage the pump on the truck and shut off the engine 

and the valves, closing the system. Mr. Kent asked if the key fob would shut down the pump if 

it detects an excess of the normal flow. Mr. Patrick stated yes. Mr. Kent asked if there was 

preventative devices on the trucks for overfill as well. Mr. Patrick stated there are two different 

types of filling levels – a float gauge filled by and a fixed liquid level gauge – so when the 

driver fills the vessel, he fills by the two means. Mr. Patrick stated the driver would fill by the 

liquid level so if liquid propane comes out, the driver knows the level is at 80% (the driver does 

not fill the level at 100%), and the driver watches the gauge so if the gauge were to break, the 

driver would have the liquid level to use and vice versa. 

 

Council Member Bob Gordon asked what the property the tank farm is supposed to go on is 

currently zoned as. Mr. Marsh stated it is a RPC zoning because it is Dove Landing property. 

Mr. Gordon asked the difference between this tank farm and placing a Royal Farms store 

without a convenience store because there will still be 30,000 gallons of product in-ground. Mr. 

Marsh stated that was true. Mr. Gordon stated the tank farm would be better on a C2 

(commercial) zoned property where the Town does not allow gas stations, and Mr. Gordon is 

afraid the Council is going to open “Pandora’s box” by setting the precedent of allowing a 

30,000-gallon tank in-ground in one area then opening up different areas to other huge tanks. 

Mr. Marsh stated Dove Barrington is looking to relocate the tank farm to the Dove Landing site 

because as part of Bishops Landing, they said they wanted the tank farm relocated to the Dove 

Landing site. Mr. Marsh stated Bayside is listed as an RPC and it has a tank farm on site. Mr. 

Turner stated Sharp Energy has 67 systems and they are multiple systems throughout the area 

(i.e., Bear Trap Dunes, Bethany Lakes, Bayside, etc.), and they are sensitive to how close the 

houses are to their facilities. Mr. Turner further stated Sharp’s facility at Bear Trap Dunes is 

closer than the facility in Dove Landing will be to its houses. Mr. Turner stated a lot of facilities 

at Bayside and Bethany Lakes, even though they are underground tanks, are closer to houses 

than this tank will be. Mr. Marsh asked what the difference would be between an underground 

tank and an individual propane tank behind every single house. Mr. Gordon stated a 250-gallon 

tank behind a house seems different than a 30,000-gallon tank. Mr. Patrick stated Sharp is 

required by code to have a 10-foot setback all around the tank. Mr. Gordon stated the 30,000 
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gallons scares him and he wonders if it is better to put a 250-gallon tank behind every single 

home. Mr. Turner stated the 250-gallon tank would not be better because an individual tank 

behind someone’s house is not regulated in any way by anyone, whereas Sharp is held to a 

higher safety and maintenance standard. Mr. Patrick stated it also is more convenient to not 

have a propane truck driving all over the neighborhood, making deliveries. Mr. Gordon stated 

that is the only benefit, and asked how long does Dove Barrington and/or Sharp plan on having 

these tanks lasting? Mr. Patrick stated he has been with Sharp for 39 years and there have been 

propane tanks in the ground that have been planted since before he’s been with the company, 

and the tanks are still good. Mr. Patrick further stated propane tanks have an inch thick steel and 

has magnesium innards, of which a tank the size for Dove Landing’s would have 36 to 40, all 

connected together to create an electrical field around the tank to keep electrolysis from 

becoming a problem. Mr. Patrick stated Sharp is required to check these aspects every year. Mr. 

Gordon asked how many test wells there were. Mr. Patrick stated propane is not a contaminate 

fuel so if it leaks out into the ground, the most the propane would do is consume the oxygen and 

kill a little of the surrounding vegetation – in this case, grass. Mr. Gordon stated he was thinking 

more of an explosion in a confined space. Mr. Patrick stated the fire protection is when the tank 

is buried and mounded, making it far safer. Mr. Patrick stated the regulations are not to keep the 

surroundings safe from the tank, but rather to keep the tank safe from the surroundings, such as 

a fire which could endanger an above-ground tank, but a mounded tank stays at a constant 

temperature.  

 

Mayor Hocker asked if Sharp holds the liability on the tanks. Mr. Turner stated yes, and Sharp 

Energy is a subsidiary of Chesapeake Utilities Corporation. Mayor Hocker asked if this tank is a 

common size. Mr. Patrick stated yes. Mayor Hocker asked if Sharp could provide some other 

area developments where they have provided a similar size of tanks. Mr. Patrick stated Bear 

Trap Dunes, Bay Forest, Bayside, and Stone Water Creek. Mr. Gulbronson asked how large 

those tanks are compared to the one for Dove Landing. Mr. Turner stated they are the same size. 

Mayor Hocker asked in regards to tank inspection, what internal controls does Sharp have to 

inspect these tanks? Mr. Patrick stated Sharp has a safety department that manages the books for 

all the developments with annual requirements imposed by two people – the Office of Pipeline 

Safety (OPS), which is federal requirements, and the Delaware Public Service Commission 

(DPSC) – and, with a tank this size, a third inspection would be held annually by the Delaware 

Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC). Mr. Patrick stated the 

DPSC inspects not only the site but the entire project, including the pipeline underground. Mr. 

Patrick stated a leak survey is also performed every four years, which consists of punching a 

half-inch hole in the ground going three feet deep and dropping a device down which reads a 

percentage of the gas. Mr. Patrick stated the cathartic protection which protects the tank from 

corrosion is required to be done annually, but Sharp performs this process more frequently. Mr. 

Patrick further stated the DPSC code requirement calls for the regulators that feed the system to 

be inspected and cleaned twice a year, and the DPSC goes on site once a year to check every 

system.  

 

Mayor Hocker asked about any correspondence from the Fire Marshall and about the content. 

Mr. Turner stated the correspondence from the Fire Marshall asked Sharp to get preliminary 

approval for this location to be adequate for both of Sharp’s temporary facility as well as its 

permanent facility. Mr. Turner further stated once the Council gives Sharp the approval, Sharp 

will have to submit a permit for the 4000-gallon tanks, have an inspection for the site, a re-
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inspection of the procedures of installation and of the equipment. Mr. Patrick stated the way 

these systems are monitored is the Fire Marshall makes sure that Sharp installs the tank(s) 

correctly under the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) codes and once the inspections 

are done, the Fire Marshall no longer has any involvement – only the OPS, DPSC, and DNREC. 

 

Ms. Bennett asked, based on the P&Z Commission, if the turnaround going to be built and 

applicable for both the temporary and permanent tank farm sites. Mr. Turner stated the 

turnaround would not be for the temporary facility because those tanks can be serviced from the 

parking lot and by the smaller service trucks. Ms. Bennett asked if it was the intention of the 

P&Z Commission to have a turnaround at both the temporary and permanent tank farm sites. 

Town Clerk Matt Amerling stated at the P&Z Commission meeting the night before (May 13, 

2013), Commissioner Jim Koozer had reviewed the site map with Mr. Marsh, Mr. Turner, Mr. 

Patrick and Mr. Brodbeck, and the turnaround was only for the permanent tank farm site. Ms. 

Bennett asked in terms of the vinyl fencing, would that be for both the permanent and 

temporary propane sites? Mr. Marsh stated the vinyl fencing would only be for the permanent 

site. Mr. Patrick stated vinyl fencing is not needed for the temporary site because it is so small. 

Ms. Bennett stated the concept of only fencing off the permanent site but not the temporary is 

counterintuitive to her because if there is a large tank farm underground and it has less chance 

of it being disturbed because there are no outer structures, Ms. Bennett can understand why that 

structure would not be fenced because everything is submerged and covered. Ms. Bennett 

further stated she did not on the other hand understand why the temporary facility would not be 

fenced or secured for vandalism purposes, and she does not know if there is any lighting plan 

available. Mr. Patrick stated the small tank farm is only locked with a breakaway lock on top of 

the dome of the tank for safety purposes, and the small tanks are nothing different than what 

would be seen at a church or business. Mr. Patrick further stated as for vandalism, Sharp has 

never had a problem with vandalism. Mr. Patrick stated the NFPA requires a fence be placed 

around the big tank site, whether the tank is above-ground or underground. Ms. Bennett stated 

the temporary site with no fence or security is a liability. Mr. Patrick stated when the locked 

domes on those smaller temporary tanks are opened, there is only one little valve that turns the 

tanks on or off. Ms. Bennett asked as for item number one on P&Z’s conditions – for the fence 

– that if a condition is placed at all, that the fence be specified only for the permanent site and 

not the temporary site.  

 

Ms. Bennett stated she would like to revisit Council Member Gordon’s RPC question about a 

tank farm in the RPC subdivision being allowable. Mr. Gulbronson stated typically, public 

utility to serve the particular community is allowable and would be no different than if the Town 

of Millville decided to put up a 500,000 water tank to serve the town. Ms. Bennett stated 

regarding the Fire Marshall and his “no objection,” the approval from the Fire Marshall is only 

for the preliminary site. Ms. Bennett stated she would like to request when permits and 

approvals by the Fire Marshall are granted to the developer and/or to Sharp Energy, the Town of 

Millville receive a copy of those approvals and/or concerns. Mr. Turner stated Sharp would be 

glad to and they have a close working relationship with the Delaware State Fire Marshall’s 

office. Ms. Bennett stated to Ms. Botchie regarding the May 1, 2013, memo to Mr. Fox, the Fire 

Marshall, from Mr. Turner, there is the second sentence stating, “The Town of Millville has 

asked us (Sharp) to place the facility on the Dove Landing side of the development, which will 

actually make it the most accessible for us at least intrusive for the residents of these two 

communities.” Ms. Bennett asked Ms. Botchie at what time and in what representation did the 
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Town of Millville ask Mr. Turner or Sharp? Ms. Botchie stated there was confusion on this topic 

and she spoke with Mr. Marsh. Ms. Botchie further stated she had to go back and listen to the 

past audio recordings of Council meetings – the P&Z meeting was in April 2011, and the 

Council meeting was in June 2012. Ms. Botchie stated there was confusion that P&Z requested 

Sharp put the tank on Dove Landing, which was not the case, and Council did not ask either; 

however, Dove Landing already had approval for a tank farm at the entrance at Route 17. 

 

Council Member Kent asked regarding the temporary tank farm, there is no gate required, but 

there are four tanks and are they interconnected? Mr. Turner and Mr. Patrick stated yes. Mr. 

Kent asked what is to protect the connections between the tanks from vandalism. Mr. Turner 

stated the worst thing that can be done to the tanks is someone can turn off the gas, and, as far as 

vandalism, there are stores in the area – such as Hocker’s – that have several interconnected 

tanks in parking lots and have no problems. Mr. Kent stated those areas are well-lit. Mr. Turner 

stated there is a lot more danger with people “in and out” of the area, then a more secluded area. 

Mr. Kent stated on the flip side of that argument, vandals might be more prone to vandalize 

tanks that are not as visible in a more public area. Mr. Kent stated he is concerned of any 

exposed components and/or parts to the tanks being disturbed or broken. Mr. Patrick stated the 

tanks are going to have domes covering the valves on top of the tanks, and those domes will be 

locked with breakaway locks. Mr. Kent stated there are pipes that come out of the dome to 

connect to the other tanks and he is concerned with those pipes. Mr. Patrick stated the pipes lead 

down into the ground and are not protected, however, no protection is required and if the pipe 

was somehow broken, there is a leak valve in the tank that would shut off the tank’s valve as 

soon as it started leaking propane. Mr. Kent asked about the permanent tank site and the crush-

and-run being used, and whether that was the preferred gravel as opposed to a blacktop 

driveway. Mr. Patrick stated Sharp’s experience with asphalt is they do not like it on a tank farm 

because in the summer heat – when the asphalt is extremely hot – the truck tires back up and 

turn, and the asphalt gets smashed up. Mr. Kent stated his concern is over time the trucks will 

tear up the crush-and-run and there will be trenching. Mr. Patrick stated the crush-and-run will 

be re-administered from time to time to prevent trenching and if a crush-and-run is put in 

correctly, he believes it is a lot better than asphalt. Mr. Marsh stated crush-and-run is angular 

and so the truck tires lock in better when driving over it. 

 

Mayor Hocker motioned to approve the site plan submitted by Dove Barrington LLC to relocate 

the proposed tank farm on Dove Landing property, and to approve four (4) propane tanks to be 

utilized prior to the construction of the permanent tank farm with the recommendations from 

Council Member Bennett – (1) The P&Z condition number one be stated so the black, 6-foot 

vinyl-coated fence be for the permanent tank farm site only, and (2) The Town of Millville 

receive a copy of the State of Delaware Fire Marshall’s approval because of safety concerns. 

Council Member Bennett seconded his motion. Ms. Bennett voted yes. Deputy Mayor Subity 

voted yes. Council Member Kent voted no. Council Member Gordon voted no. Mayor Hocker 

voted yes. Motion carried 3-2.  

  

7.   COMMITTEES 

  A. Update on Fire Suppression System for Town Hall – Councilman Gordon and 

Councilman Kent 
 

Council Member Gordon stated in the last 6 weeks, the Town has a set of plans from Wayman 
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Fire Suppression System to design and sat down with the Fire Marshall because he and Mr. 

Kent were concerned about the tank size being too big (Wayman was specifying using a 20,000-

gallon water tank), and some of the areas for the sprinkler heads. Mr. Gordon stated the Fire 

Marshall addressed a lot of concerns and then Wayman came in and explained why they 

designed the fire suppression system the way they did. Mr. Gordon stated the Town Hall does 

not have three-phase electric and a single-phase electrical pump would not provide enough 

pressure to satisfy this system, so Wayman submitted a diesel-pump system with a tank to stand 

alone. Mr. Gordon stated Mr. Kent asked Wayman if they make a propane fire pump, and 

Wayman said they do not. Mr. Gordon stated after this meeting, he, Ms. Botchie, Mr. Kent and 

Code and Building Administrator Eric Evans began talking about the water line that is going to 

run down Route 26, and Ms. Botchie found out that Tidewater Utilities is going to run a water 

line down in front of Town Hall. Mr. Gordon stated if the Wayman spec went out to bid with the 

water line running in front of Town Hall, the Town could save $50,000 on having to install a 

24x12’ tank. Mr. Gordon stated he and Mr. Kent noticed the Town Hall has no smoke detectors, 

so they contacted the security company and the company does not monitor smoke detectors on a 

commercial building. Mr. Gordon stated he and Mr. Kent have gotten some bids back from 

some security companies that will provide security for the building and monitor smoke 

detectors in every closed room (except the bathrooms, which are not required). Mr. Gordon 

stated he and Mr. Kent had a meeting the next day with Tyco, which is ADT, to explain the cost 

and what they plan to do for the Town if the Town decides to pick them to move forward with 

the burglar alarm system and monitor the smoke detectors in the building to notify the fire 

company. Mr. Gordon stated he had not sent out the design bids yet and if anybody wanted to 

look the bids over, they are in the conference room in Town Hall for review. 

 

Ms. Botchie asked what time the meeting with Tyco was for the following morning. Mr. Gordon 

stated 9:00 a.m. Ms. Botchie asked whether Mr. Gordon and Mr. Kent would be discussing the 

sprinkler or fire and smoke detectors. Mr. Gordon stated he and Mr. Kent could do both but the 

smoke detectors would be good for today. Mr. Gulbronson asked if Tidewater had indicated how 

long it might be before they have water service running through Town. Mr. Gordon stated 

Tidewater is probably looking at installing within the next year or so while the road widening is 

occurring. Ms. Bennett stated if and when Tidewater runs their water down the front of Town 

Hall, and the Town decides to hook into the water line as opposed to hooking into a tank, it 

would still be a scary monetary figure. Mr. Kent stated the price would be a different figure 

because the tank would “go away” and the Town would not have to pay for installment of a tank 

nor upkeep, and the capacity of the pump might change because of no static lift, but pressurized 

water. Mr. Kent stated he and Mr. Gordon have started with looking at alarm systems because 

the Town has no alarm systems and there is no protection.  Mr. Kent stated if the Town installed 

an alarm system it would be for security as well as a fire-monitoring system. Mr. Kent further 

stated having smoke detectors does not mean the fire panel can only support smoke detectors 

but also water-flow detection. Ms. Bennett asked if the monetary figure with Tidewater is still 

“scary?” Mr. Gordon stated even though Tidewater is talking about running a 12-inch water 

main down the road, there may not be enough pressure on the main to provide adequate flow for 

sprinklers, so a pump will still be needed. Mr. Gordon further stated the only thing lacking so 

far that the Town would not need is the 20,000-gallon water-supply tank. Mr. Kent stated the 

Town would still need to build some structure to support a pump. Mr. Kent further stated a lot of 

the cost is because Town Hall is a retrofit building and in order to install a fire suppression 

system, the builder has to go through masonry walls and by state code, the builder would to put 
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a sprinkler under the steps outside leading to the second floor. Mr. Kent stated if the Town 

decides on sprinklers, the entire building must have sprinklers where required. Mr. Gulbronson 

asked the square footage of Town Hall. Mr. Kent stated 8000+ square feet. Ms. Bennett stated 

she remains uneasy that the people who work at and visit Town Hall are not protected during the 

work day or after hours, so she fully supports a fire suppression system. Mayor Hocker asked if 

Tidewater gave a time frame as to when they might begin laying down the water line. Mr. 

Gordon stated it could be two years. Ms. Botchie stated she found out today that DelDOT was 

not aware Tidewater was going to run water lines. Mayor Hocker stated the Council will keep 

the fire suppression system as an agenda item.  

 

8. MILLVILLE VOLUNTEER GROUP (MVG) 

 Ms. Bennett asked MVG Chair Linda Kent regarding Ms. Kent’s request, item number six, the 

$2000 goes from whom to whom? Ms. Kent stated the money was going to Camp Barnes, so 

the total is now $3800, and even though it was agreed the money would go to new mattresses, 

the matter has been further discussed and decided that the money would best go toward a new 

filter pump for the swimming pool.  

 

9. PROPERTY OWNERS/AUDIENCE COMMENTS: 

      There were no comments. 

    

  10.    ANNOUCEMENT OF NEXT MEETING: 

Mayor Hocker announced the next meeting of the Council would be a workshop on May 28, 

2013. 

 

  11. ADJOURNMENT: 

Council Member Bennett motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:26 p.m.  Council Member Kent 

seconded her motion. Motion carried 5-0. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Matt Amerling, Town Clerk 


